CLASSICAL/FLAMENCO

GUITARS

Requintos, Cuatros, Tres For Students,
Professionals & Concert Artists,
By World-Renowned Makers.

Large selection of sheet music,
compact discs, videas, all related
to the classical and flamenco guitar.
Guitar Instruction by top professionals.

Musical Gifts—Miniature Guitars,
Violins, Cellos, Saxophones,
Trumpets, Flutes, Clarinets,
French Horns, and more!

Luthier Music Corp.
341 W. 44th St., New York, NY 10036

Tel. 212-397-6038/39, Fax 212-397-6048

Manufacturers of “Luthier” high quality
nylon guitar strings

ZEN PALATE
VEGETARIAN CUISINE
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663 Ninth Ave. (entrance on 46th St)
212-582-1669
+ Union Square East (comer of 16th St

and Park Avenue South)
212-614-934$

2170 Broadway (hetween 76th & 77th)
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Who's Afraid of
Virginia Woolf?

Great Lakes Theater Festival

e're about to be lulled by the
light entertainment of summer
stock — but the Great Lakes

Theater Festival ended its season with
a bang, as guest director Steve Woolf
of the St. Louis Repertory Theatre
mounted a stunning production of
Edward Albee’s Who's Afraid of Virginia
Waolf? (May 7-24).

Thirty-six years after it was writ-
ten, the play is as fresh and relevant as
ever. For those who haven't seen it on
stage, and also missed the movie (if
that’s possible), the action takes place
in the home of 2 New England history
professor whose foul-mouthed spouse
mnvites a new faculty member and his
wife over for a nightcap and some
witty bur cruel mind games.

GLTF's Glynis Bell, Anderson
Matthews, Ashley West, and Chris

Gleveland

Hieukko were terrific as they
knocked back drinks and msults unul

dawn. Bell was simply brilliant; her
Martha was on #n emotional ram-
page, relentlessly sulking her prey
like a proud bat wounded bird, strue-
tng around in black velver pedal
pushers and stilettos. Her combina-
tion of wickedness and vulnerabilicy
proved heartbreaking in the scene
where Martha fails 1o make George
jealous of her infidelity with Nick.
Martthews" browbeaten George
retained his dignity as he ducked his
wife's barrage of humiliadons. As

Honey (West) slowly descended into
drunkenness, we saw a sweet, naive
Midwestern girl reveal herself 1o be 3
tormented woman with just as many
dirty secrets as her older o

Hietikkos Nick was a blond Adonis
of 2 biologypm&;so(vbom‘_ resen
the culturally numbing scientific
furure; he held his own
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Get the guest: Matthews and Hietikko.

think I know what’s been going on”
— but Hietikko didn’t seem to regis-
ter that not only had Nick become
privy to George and Martha’s secrets,
but his own and his wife’s checkered
lives had also been exposed. When
Nick left with Honey, one didn’t get
the feeling they were on the verge of

confronting their dark sides, 2s |

George and Martha were when they
first married.

But Steve Woolf’s direction was
brisk and clean. As he stated in his pro-
gram notes, the play is a love story:
George musters up the courage to end
the game-playing, and Martha bravely
agrees to no more illusion. “Who'
afraid of Virginia Woolf?” asks a calm
George as he drapes his jacket over the
quivering woman on the floor. “I am,
George, | am,” answers an emotionally,
physically, and spiritually exhausted
Martha as the sun rises and the curtain
falls. The play’s effect was enhanced by
John Ezell's set design, which perfectly
balanced realism and metaphor; on the
slightly faded, wood-rimmed yellow
walls hung a photo of the Colosseum,
visually underscoring the fact that
George and Martha’s fun and games
eventually had to end.

GLTF will begin its 37th season
under new leadership. James Bundy,
former associate producing director of
The Acting Company, becomes the
Festival’s sixth artistic director on July
1; he replaces acting co-artistic direc-
tors Victoria Bussert and John Ezell.

— Christine McBurney

In the Heart of the Theatre District

Spanish Cuisine * Tapas Bar
Complete Dinner $14.95

369 West 50th Sireet, ot Ninth Avenue, NYC » 212-541-8382

free parking after 5pm
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Indoor and Qutdoor Dining
Open 7 days

Call 9574745 for reservations.
329 W. 49th St. (in Worldswide Plaza)
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